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C I V I L A V I A T I O N M E D I C A L A S S O C I A T I O N 
NEWS B U L L E T I N #13 JANUARY - FEBRUARY, 1956 
GERALD S. BACKENSTOE, M . D . , President 
PHILIP M. M A R K L E , M . D . , Editor 
SEYMOUR FISKE, M . D . , Sec . -Treas . 
I C.A.M.A. PROGRESS FOR THE YEAR 1955 
To a l l our members everywhere, the passing of the year 1955 marks a great step 
forward i n the a c t i v i t i e s and increas ing prest ige of C.A.M.A. i n the i n t e r e s t s of 
c i v i l av ia t ion medicine in the United S ta te s . A l l t h i s progress, moreover, has come 
about wi th in the short space of eight months s ince the formal launching of the C i v i l 
Aviat ion Medical Assoc ia t ion , following the unanimous approval of a l l attending 
members at the Hotel S t a t l e r , Washington, D. C , on Saturday, March 19 , 1955, at our 
f i r s t annual business meeting. 
Under the able and aggressive leadership of our pres ident , Gerald S. Backenstoe, 
M.D., the t r u s t e e s , o f f i c e r s and chairmen of various committees have been not only 
very act ive but dedicated to the tasks of organization and promotion during t h i s , our 
f i r s t year of existence under a new banner. A l l of you have received the splendid 
brochure which was evolved single-handed by "Jerry" Backenstoe, and approved for pro-
motion purposes at the second meeting of the Board of Trustees held i n A t l a n t i c C i t y 
on June 6, 1955. I n a s ingle fo lder , t h i s brochure sets for th the background of 
C.A.M.A. — i t s aims and purposes; the o f f i c e r s and committee members; the c r i t e r i a 
of our membership; the p lea for av ia t ion manpower which makes your support of our 
e f forts v i t a l to future of the United States ; not to mention the beaut i fu l emblem or 
sea l of the Assoc ia t ion , which was a l so unanimously adopted by the Board of Trustees 
at i t s second meeting on June 6, 1955. 
The AVIATION INCENTIVE MOVEMENT i s w e l l on i t s way in many areas . New i n t e r e s t 
in Hinshaw's CIVILIAN PILOT TRAINING b i l l and the P r i e s t b i l l i s being generated 
everywhere by C.A.M.A. members. D e t a i l s at our Convention Meeting. 
The SEALS and DECALCOMANIAS have a r r i v e d and are b e a u t i f u l . I t i s v i t a l that 
every member help our p u b l i c i t y campaign by using these very a t t r a c t i v e emblems on 
t h e i r b r i e f cases , automobiles, a i rp lanes , and, i n the case of the Sea l s , on t h e i r 
m a i l . At the same time, C.A.M.A. makes a small p r o f i t . Order these from the 
Secretary - Seymour F i s k e , M.D. 
10 Decalcomanias for $1.00 - and - 50 Seals for $5.00 
Zippo L i g h t e r s embossed with the C.A.M.A. Seal - $5-00 each 
(A wonderful g i f t for someone) 
REGIONAL LEADERS: C.A.M.A. has been most fortunate in the development of s tate 
chapters since March, 1955- Thirteen groups under the guidance of men who know the 
nat ional importance of our work have been formed. With the reawakened in teres t and 
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understanding everywhere, C.A.M.A.•s force i s growing d a i l y . The big problem i s to 
locate men i n each state who w i l l organize groups of doctors, p i l o t s and aviat ion 
minded p a t r i o t i c c i t i z e n s into the strong regional a s s i s t s v i t a l to the Nation as 
w e l l as to C.A.M.A.! 
Do you have the v i s i o n and the spark necessary? For further d e t a i l s contact: 
Dr . Thomas A. COATES, 
Chairman of the Regional Committees 
1200 South Big Bend Boulevard 
St . Louis 17, Missouri 
How many of our object ives have we accomplished? There i s so much to be done 
that during these f i r s t few months we have but scratched the surface. I t i s , how-
ever, rap id ly becoming evident that C.A.M.A. has become a v i t a l i z i n g fac tor i n c i v i l 
av iat ion medicine i n Washington, D. C , as we l l as throughout the country. 
I I FIRST ANNUAL BANQUET 
The Honorable J . Percy P r i e s t , Representative from Tennessee, was the guest of 
honor and speaker at our ga la f i r s t annual banquet at the S t a t l e r Hotel i n 
Washington, D. C. on Saturday, March 19, 1955- His remarks were included in the 
Congressional Record under the date of Tuesday, A p r i l 19, 1955, and a l l of you 
should have received a copy of these remarks. His concluding remarks f i r e d the 
imagination and determination of a l l of us who were present to hear t h i s splendid 
address — to quote: "After I have had an opportunity to give some addi t iona l study 
to the form of the l e g i s l a t i o n , i t i s my intent ion to introduce a b i l l c a l l i n g for 
the establishment of an I n s t i t u t e of C i v i l Aviat ion Medicine. And once again I 
express my appreciation for the contribution your assoc ia t ion has made i n the f i e l d 
of a i r safety, and for the object ives you seek." 
At t h i s banquet Fellowship C e r t i f i c a t e s for pro f i c i ency i n the p r a c t i c e of 
av ia t ion medicine were given to eighteen of our members. After the induction of 
President Gerald S. Backenstoe i n the continuation of h i s masterly guiding s p i r i t 
and devotion to the cause of c i v i l aviat ion medicine, a hear t - t ing l ing t h r i l l came 
to the capacity banquet audience, and brought i t to i t s feet spontaneously with a 
rousing ovation when the President of the United S ta tes , himself , Dwight D. E i s e n -
hower, looked i n on our banquet to extend h i s warm hand of fr iendship and wish us 
we l l in our e f forts to promote the research and safety of a l l c i v i l i a n f l y i n g . This 
was the t h r i l l of a l i f e t i m e and none of us who were there w i l l ever forget i t , and 
the omen for good on behalf of our Assoc iat ion , which climaxed our f i r s t annual 
banquet 1 
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I I I SECOND POST-GRADUATE COURSE IN CIVIL AVIATION MEDICINE 
OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY MEDICAL SCHOOL 
SEPTEMBER 12 - 16, 1955 
This post-graduate t r a i n i n g course was attended for the second time by many of 
our members who found i t i n s t r u c t i v e , st imulating and he lpfu l to an even greater 
degree than the f i r s t edi t ion i n the previous year of 1954- Congratulations to our 
1st V, P . Richard L . Mei l ing , M.D., under whose supervis ion and d irec t ion t h i s post-
graduate t r a i n i n g course has been formulated. This one-week refresher course w i l l 
be ava i lab l e y e a r l y in the future to a l l c i v i l av ia t ion medical examiners, as we l l 
as other phys ic ians and s c i e n t i s t s who are in teres ted i n c i v i l av iat ion medicine. 
Following i n the footsteps of Dr. Mei l ing's pioneering e f f o r t s , s imi lar post-graduate 
courses are being establ ished at other large medical centers , the d e t a i l s of which 
cannot be gone into here. A l l requests for information along t h i s l i n e , d irected to 
t h i s o f f i c e , w i l l be g ladly re ferred to the proper author i ty for answer. 
IV BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING AT THE LEHIGH COUNTRY CLUB, ALLENTOWN, PENNA., 
OCTOBER 9, 1955 
At the t h i r d meeting of the C.A.M.A. Board of Trustees , our pres ident , 
Dr . Backenstoe f e l t that an Archives Committee should be es tabl i shed to the end of 
developing a "f l ight history" on each and a l l of our members. I t would be of great 
h i s t o r i c a l in teres t and help us in making addit ional contacts for membership of any 
category whose i n t e r e s t i s in c i v i l a v i a t i o n . There was extensive d i scuss ion 
regarding the "ideal" q u a l i f i c a t i o n s for the designated medical examiner — not 
always p r a c t i c a l , but a goal to be a t ta ined . The need of maintaining continuing 
i n t e r e s t and a f f i l i a t i o n with c i v i l av ia t ion medical i n t e r e s t s was s tressed . 
To help i n sett ing up our "Flight Arch ives ," please send your out l ine of a l l 
your f l y i n g experience, p i l o t and non-pi lot to Secretary Seymour F i s k e , M.D. Ask 
each new member to do the same. 
V INTEGRATION OF ACTIVITIES WITH AERO MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
The integration of our a c t i v i t i e s and in t e r e s t s with those of the Aero Medical 
Association was also widely discussed as to how t h i s integration could best be 
brought about. At the l a s t meeting of the Aero Medical Association, Richard L. 
Meiling, M.D., our 1st V. P . , was chosen as the chairman of such a committee. Every 
assurance was given of our desire to cooperate for our mutual benefit i n t h i s effort 
of integration. 
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71 SPECIALTY BOARD EXAMINATIONS 
Relative to the Specialty Board Examinations, Dr. Backenstoe displayed a 
composite c r i t i q u e of l e t t e r s from a l l those c i v i l i a n aviation medical examiners 
who had taken the i n i t i a l examination prior to the l a s t meeting of the Aero Medical 
Association i n Washington, D. C. i n March, 1955. The hope was expressed that t h i s 
c r i t i q u e would help i n the formulation of questions i n the examinations more 
pertinent to the s p e c i f i c f i e l d of c i v i l aviation medicine as contrasted s o l e l y 
with preventive medicine. The second examination w i l l be held again prior to the 
forthcoming meeting of the Aero Medical Association i n Chicago during the second 
week of A p r i l , 1956. A l l c i v i l aviation medical examiners who are interested i n 
obtaining a Rating i n C i v i l Aviation Medicine are urged to take t h i s second exami-
nation. Requests for reference manuals and instruction books w i l l be promptly 
answered from t h i s o f f i c e when received. Another constructive thought offered by 
the Board of Trustees was that i t would be more helpful to c i v i l aviation medical 
examiners i f t h i s Specialty Board Examination i n aviation medicine could be given 
a f t e r the meeting of the Aero Medical Association rather than before, for two 
reasons: 
(a) i t should stimulate Aero Medical Association attendance, and 
(b) some sort of instruction program could be oriented or b u i l t into 
the combined C.A.M.A.—AERO Medical Association program. 
V I I SECOND ANNUAL CONVENTION AND BANQUET 
SATURDAY, APRIL 14, 1956 
DRAKE HOTEL, CHICAGO 
Our s c i e n t i f i c program has been very well integrated with the s c i e n t i f i c pro-
gram of the Aero Medical Association, which w i l l meet at the Drake Hotel, Chicago, 
I l l i n o i s , commencing April 16th and run through A p r i l 19, 1956. 
As usual our second annual business meeting i s scheduled for 2 p.m. on 
Saturday, A p r i l 14, 1956 at the Drake Hotel. This w i l l be followed by our second 
annual banquet i n the Gold Coast Room of the Drake Hotel on Saturday, A p r i l 14, 
1956. This date, therefore, w i l l mark the f i r s t milestone i n the existence of 
C.A.M.A. A l l please mark your calendars and plan to attend our meeting and our 
banquet. At the meeting there w i l l be many important matters to decide on behalf 
of a l l our membership. At the banquet i n the evening we promise you not only a 
wonderful dinner, but an evening of unexcelled entertainment for we have been most 
fortunate i n obtaining none other than ARTHUR GODFREY as our guest of honor and 
master of ceremonies for the evening. With such a c e l e b r i t y at the helm i t i s 
safe to predict that our second annual banquet w i l l be outstanding, d i s t i n c t i v e 
and c o l o r f u l , as well as a r e a l stimulus to our interest and devotion to the prac-
t i c e of aviation medicine and safety i n a l l f l i g h t f l y i n g . 
NEWS BULLETIN #13, Continued 
-5-
Mark the date i n your new appointment book now and be there without f a i l , 
A p r i l 14th! 
THE PLACE: DRAKE HOTEL, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
A sumptuous palace for a meeting and banquet i f I ever saw one! 
AND BRING YOUR WIVES TO ENJOY THE FUN!1!! 
THE TIME: BUSINESS MEETING 2 P.M. 
BANQUET 7 P.M. 
INFORMAL 
F L A S H - NEWS ITEM - F L A S H 
Aviation medical items of both personal and general 
i n t e r e s t , aviation news or c i v i l i a n aviation feature 
s t o r i e s are needed in support of our projected 
C.A.M.A. column in a national aviation publication'. 
Send any material at once to the Secretary: 
Seymour Fiske, M.D. 
150 East 71st Street 
New York 21, N. Y. 
